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THi BRETHREN'S EVANGELIST. 


"By Whom shall Jacob Ante, for he is Small." 

Jacob, (that supplants) son of laaac and Kebec- 

t», uini twin iirmiit-r to Ki*au, vu* i-(ji«i-i'«ii 111 in 
Matin, 1 : 2 Mulm-lii 1 : 2 strengthen* Mm «le 
.- [Wilding tieurtti ot the return od exiles, by assur- 
ing thoro that the Invu which vloil beat owed ti|ion 
-Jacob whs not withheld irmu ikin. Henries tlie 
Ireqneul mention of hie name in conjunction with 
Miosis of the other two patriarchs, i hero are <Ih ■ 
tiuut referatHwa to m-euN in the life of J Mob in 
four hoiik« of tliD Sew Testament. In Horn. 9 : 
11 — 18, St. Paul iul,|ii,--s the hi'tary of Jacob'* 
birth, in prove tlmt the favor of (ioil is independ- 
ent of the orler of' iiationul descent, in Heh. ft* 
16, ant) 11 : 21. the t runnier of the birthright, and 
Jacob'* dyiiitc beneiliction, are referred to. Uis 
vision at Bctticl mid hia i>o<ssessioij of lunl.it 
Shechem, are cited in St. .1 ihn 1 : 51, and in Auta 
8 r 12,10, St. Stephen, in his np'»tjeh, mentions the 
famine which whs Mie naeaoaol restoring Jacob to 
Ilia lost sou in E.'Vjit, and the burial ot the patri- 
arch in Sthechem. The text then, iulaujudaiit 
of iUpartivular :i|.|.!i. nti.>n, nv:y he ritynfjLf) *f « 
(pieetion o! great i In (<orl »ncc to t 
church under its trying eiren rust »»»*■».' d, 
represents the people of God. The obvious im 
port of the Inquiry is : How, then, shall a church 
that is* *mall be rained up? It is not, solely, an 
increase of number that should be aimed at, hut a 
revival of "pure and undcKled religion." Where 
then is the increase. There must be a preparation 
of the heart. The Lord Baid, -Break up the fal- 
low ground. " The message from Z ion's King is : 
"(Jo ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creatine." The church iniiat cultivate a 
spiril of grace ami supination. A continued rea- 
son of prayer preceded the great revival at Jeru- 
saleui, Aets 1 : I -I. Before a revival the L'>rd'« 
people generally exhibit more of the lite of relig- 
ion. 8uch I believe was the case with our Breth- 
ren at Black hawk. Before brother Swihart came 
uvur to hulp us, «e prayed niiieh, Notwithstiind- 
ing the iron clad monster was on our track. Kx- 
pnlsion was his niission. One ot the ministers of 
the Gorman Baptist church here, said in church 
council, that the annual meeting was their html 
If that la true they must have a human head. 
Now. brother Paul says ilmt a will is not in force 
until after the death of the testator. Tlierelore, 
the laws of the annual meeting ought n it to be 
enforced until after the death of the annual meet- 
ing ; and when it dies who will be lelt to enforce 
its laws. 

When brother Swihart came to us the harvest 
was already white and ready for a great ingather- 
ing. He handled the word of U.id manfully, 
proving himself a workman, rightly dividing the 
word of truth. 8o the work went ou, until a glor- 
ious revival was the result. 

By whom »h't» t»ir t?rWeA arise, for it is small ? 
By the preaching of tho gospel of Jesus Christ. 
By cultivating a spirit of deep and liv:ng piety ; 
less worldly mindedness, and more attachment to 
God's house ; holy urdor enkinrtled ; unconquer- 
able attachment to evangelical truths, tilled with 
the Holy Ghost and with laith l'iaiiu well time/ 
pr-jucliing ; protracted meetings, for puhlic wot 
ship ; pastoral visitations. In all tU,< much go/ 
may he done, in deepening iraprexsions, in toll 
ing up this meeting process, we can encou 
and strengthen one another in the most holy f 

I want, to say. huve we not slept long en 
<>ver the interests ol our In loved Zion ? Ar< 
.Vomers haateniug rapidly to ruin '! Is it not 1 
time to awaken out of sleep ? By all that id 
sirahle in th* salvation of i*on)a ; by ill tm 
binding in the authority of Jehovah ; by the Id 
of the spirit. I beseech yon, strive to gather in. 

The good work is still going on. Brother 
II. Worst has been preaching for us a few days 
Yesterday two more were baptized, notwithstand- 
ing it was very cold ; but when the heart is warm 
ice and snow will do no harm. Three more mem- 
bers of the Ueruiau Baptist church, gave their 
names last night, Dec. loth. Brother Worst clos- 


loi mat ism and Cfln ii-tianily. There iu no time 
to be wanted, r The night conu th when in 
no 1 1 mo can sea io work." "The titluV are 
already white uwto harvest." Li*t u.« nray the 
Lord to hcttd furth more laborers into the har- 
vest. Thin is Ifrtpi Wittily the needs of Clli'tH- 
i unity among is io iluv. We need mon' of 
the spirit of C mat inl used into the church. 
It is no formal mil 1 Helena that true Christian- 
ity is Hcaretlyl disicernable. To hu , nominal 
prof essoin io tittle if any belter than to he a 
wnrhlliuo. \ie must be impel Inl by the 
mighty spirit id God. "If your righteous- 
ness docs notexiccd the righleonsru ss ol the 
scribes and Planners ye cannot enter into the 
kingdom of Ira vtn," we fear will he fearfully 
felt in i lie day ol eternity, by many who huve 
fancied all ws* well, Christianity implies ac- 
tive, eai nest :vork ; none can be exf-iincd. II 
gLbjjjuce iur (i<>d von can 
mi nm*mm\f*nmu^ 
M CowmMtit)» of bII to 
**ed o< tb* ehi>*fc of i he 
Brethren. The doctrine is the "whole Bible 
attd nothing; but the Bible," and if presented 
by word am practice in "demonstration "f i he 
spirit *and w ih power," it must succeed. Its 
inhirent iru hs are imtnutable and all Heaven 
is pledged l> sustain them. Let us go then, 
to "all Dat|>ns, all creatures," with the iiifa.1- 
nies of God. 

id of the Spirit, which is the wont 

he heaven provided wcajioii for 

w of Satan. No traditions ol men 

To parley about the human part 

■Hire, is useless. God hai made 


lible testing 
"The swf 

of God," i J 
the overt! uj> 
areneeiit'lj 
at this jot 

plain the ilityol man. am) says, "(jo work tit 
m\ viiK'Vjrrl, and whatsoever i^ right I will 
pay thee. | This ha* been the inspiration ot 
the truly pelul, in all the ages and now is 
"the aeeelli'd time." Especially with Us, 
brethren.] The enemy is busily at work, wins 
[k ring .* f' Wait a little; the 'rule for all the 
ebur(| , '-sl»' y l be rejM,-alod next annual meet- 
1 be again together. 1 ' Listen 
i voice." There is no retreat, 
■koiis, "Come, all things are 
i the bailie cry all alonif the 
ord of the Lord aud ol Gide- 
e of our Master must tri- 
i to the help of the Lord, to 
iord against the mighty. "He 
id shit Id, and will withhold on 
em who walk uprightly " 
A.J. lllxsnN. 


Laura SlotLer. 

.hi not brother Mason, 

"se," whs is acquainted 

Hoi singer, and I del 

give you the drain d 

that you will bear 

giving "hints" ii> in 

digftsh, or Pennsylvania 


K 
J. ) 


;ing |M'ople aie brother 

anyway ?" They are 

■ ng people, not excessively 

LaV. specially homely ; both of me- 

■I iu in height and weight. Having passed the 

meridian ot lite, lime has left her footprints 

upon them as she always doe's ujiou people 

who a. e ever active in Ihe great work of iui- 

ed his meetings with last night. Notwithstand- proving Ihe moral and spiritual conditional 

ing the night was very cold, yet. the meeting, mankind. 


bouse was tilled to overflow . 
very good theologiuu. 

Jlud&oii, Ioidh., l)i:<\ 17. 


Brother Worst is a 

Jo IIS XlcJllOLSOS 


Christianity. 

Itear Evangelist : Enjoying » little . leia- 
uie this afternoon it occurred to tue ili.it It 
might lie improved bv penning a few thought* 
for your highly esteemed columns. To me 
esteemed because a bold defender of Gods 
truth. When will men learn the power and 
truth of Christianity 'i When will they cease 
to pervert the right ways of the Lord Y We 
were most forcibly impressed with this last 
thought, in reading the last effusion of a con- 
servative chum pit hi on *'Ke baptizing." Suuh 
a summoning up of sophistry to bolster up a 
lost cause, is seldom met with in the histcry 
of honorable discussion. But "drowning men 
will catch at straws," and we therefore dis- 
miss it , | 

Christianity is of God, and if men would 
only put in practice the wise counsel of Gam- 
aliel, "II this work be of men it will come to 
nought, but if it be of God ye cannot over- 
throw it," bow differently w'ould they act in 
their religious bearing toward one another. 
But things have come to suoh a pass, ''that 
men can do no more, God alone must act," 
and he atone will sustain and perpetuate his 
great name in the earth. A few years ago 
the German Baptist church was a united and 
rjiood.' but to-day a spectacle to 
Lud is Christianity respon* 
">ve ot powei 


2nd. "Do they seem cheery and healthy, or 
careworn and 'haggaid "f" " They have hud 
their full share of care, with perplexities, and 
a large sprinkling of missrepreseiitation and 
even persecution, and as a natural consequence 
are somewhat careworn in appearance, but by 
no means "haggard " Perhaps sister Laura 
did not look at the definition of that word, so 
we will not say atiy thing farther about it- 

3rd. "Would we lie convinced at first sight 
of them, that they are friendly and approacha- 
ble, ever willing to talk with those desiring 
the food which perisheth not ?" in regard to 
this last question, we can give it as our hum- 
ble opinion that you would be fully convinced, 
that there would not be a shadow of doubt 
left upon your mind. They are approachable. 
You can approach brother H.*s sanctum, aud 
write just as I am doing now ; and you can 
approach their home just as those happy peo- 
ple did who surprised them. You can ap- 
proach sister Holsitiger's kitchen, and feel 
yourself at home, and you can approach 
their table, feeling all the assurance of 
welcome, that any of us do at the hospitable 
home ot sister Laura ; for we speak that we 
do know and testify that we have seen. Yours 
Truly. P. J. Browu. 


were abundant. Christmas carols were sung, 
under the leadership of our genial Professor, 
J. S. Frederick ; borne talent being ably as- 
sisted by good singers near home, and also 
from Harmony vi lie Sunday School. The mel- 
ody was entertaining and inspiring. *'The 
hearers they said so." There were a few reeita- 
lions by juveniles, and a talk by Bra. J. P. 
lletric; a dispensation of pretty Christmas 
cards by our kindly Superintendent, Elder 
John Hurley ; another dispensation of bags of 
candy, by assistant superimendant, Oliver 
Wells. The happy countenances of many lit- 
tle people there, the usual distribution of pa- 
pers, the ueturu of the little red baskets with 
generous contribution, — and* then the bene- 
diction fell n [Kin the bo we J heads and happy 
hearts of a joyous gathering ot Brethren in 
old Coventry. THe aged motheis and fathers 
in Israel manifested interest in our Sunday 
school to attend in sucn bitter cold weather. 
Their presence to us is always encouragement, 
and was, on this occasion, to them and us, en- 
joyment. 

E. M. Staukkjeb.- 
KennUworth, Pa. 


From Coventry, Pa. 

Our Sunday School held a Christmas 
Jubilee Meeting, an the afternoon of Dee. 
23rd. It was a success — visitors being the 
ges^ Ot course^we would call allS. S. 
nd a success. The 
aud the attendance 
>y School children I 


About the Annual 

The Brethren's Annual came duly to hand, 
and cont«mtB noted. All very interesting ; es- 
pecially the portraits of brethren Uinstad and 
F. P. Lochr. Or the former I have but little 
to write, as I only knew him by reputation ; 
but his countenance indicates a thorough-go- 
ing, re^lute and earnest embassador of the 
church of Christ. With the latter, brother F. 
P. Lcehr, I was personally and intimately ac- 
quainted. His smiling countenance in his 
profile even manifests a spirit of meekness. 
Elder L. was one of those indefatigable min 
istcrs that the church has few if any to excel, 
lie was the first brother that preached the 
Brethren doctrine in Kent, Ionia, Barry and 
E iton counties!, Mich. His progressive views 
in regard to Sunday schools, singing schools, 
prayer and social meetings and his bold way 
of promulgating God's word, &c, caused per- 
haps a little jealousy, and some enemies. He 
was loved and respected by the outside people, 
generally. I would not part with his picture 
for twice the "Annual" cost, 

J. G. WlNEY. 

Campbell t Mich 

m ^ i m im ■ ^ 

On Union. 

I wa* made to rejoice in the God of our 
salvation, when I read that report of brother 
Beer's council meeting. May (rod abundant 
ly bless those Eiders lor their visit of love to 
l hat eh inch, and inny other Fillers take a 
lesson by it. and go and do likewise. May 
(tod sjsed the time when these expelling and 
dividing committees shall cease, and may 
God so work wit It his pen pie that they may 
sent! out committees to unite again where- 
ever they were and are divided. May the 
Lord so abundantly pour out his spirit of love 
and peace upon us, thai we may all be united 
again. Though sundered, we should endeav- 
or to work for the unity of the spirit, for if 
our spirits are not united and blend together 
here, how can we cx|»eet them to blend over 
yonder. May the grace ot our Lord be with 
us all. Amen. 

II. E. Faidlky. 

Bwr Oak, Ka«m». 

HOKHONI M 
The following synopsis of a public discuss- 
ion upon Mormonism, held at Wither, Nebras- 
ka, closing on November 29th, has been 
crowded out tor several weeks. It will still 

* 

he found interesting : , 

The B.adcn- Kelly Delia tc which has arous- 
ed so much jinti rest in this State, for the past 
two weeks has just closed. The moat modern 
phases of Mormonism have been thoroughly 
discussed, The question ol the authenticity 
of the Mormon Bible, the inspiration of Joe 
Smith, and the continuation of spiritual gifts 
in the Saint's Church, were warmly discussed 
before crowded houses for ten consecutive 
nights. In the first proposition Bishop Kelly 
affirmed that "The Book ot Mormon is of di- 
vine origin, and entitled tothe respect and be- 
lief of ali religious people." In proof of 
Smith's inspiration and prophetic gifts, it was 
argued that the late discovery of extensive 
ruins : of cities in Central America, were de- 
clared to be in existence by Smith as early as 
1830; that he foretold cyclones which were 
declared to be a mere modern invention, and 
that the Book of Mormon is the subject of an- 
cient prophecy. It was claimed that the ut- 
termost parts of the earth meant America. 
The J 'everlasting hills" were the fiocky Moun- 
tains ■ The "wall" refjrred to in Scriptures, 
was the Atlantic Ocean ; North and South 
America are spreading wings beyond the Riv- 
ers of Et hopia ; the Morman Bible was iden- 
tical with the "stick" of Ephraim. Smith was 
inspired, and like all true prophets was reviled 
and hated. Braden argued that the known 


world only, and not America, was meant by 
"uttermost parts;" the Rocky Mountains were 
no more everlasting than the Asiatic hills. 
The Ocean could not be twisted into' a "wall;" 
the two Americas do not so much resemble 
the wings of a bird as a partially filled meal 
bag, tied in the middle; stick was always an 
emblem of power, as the "rod of Moses ;" the 
'ten tribes" were lost by being dispersed 
among the nations of the earth, and did not 
degenerate into the American Indians ;" that 
Smith was no prophet, but on the contrary, a 
vicious and deceiving fraud, entitled to neith- 
er resjiect nor belief ; that the book was origi- 
nal I y the Spaulding manuscript stolen by Rig- 
don and recast, and that it contains ideas and 
even the very language of authors who lived 
long subsequent to the time whemt was claim- 
ed to have been written. A still more spirit- 
ed contest was held over the last proposition, 
in whieh Kelley affirmed the Mormon Church 
to he t tie trne church of God. Kelley profess- 
ed to give the teachings of the church, but he 
enumerated only what is believed by all the 
churches, with the exception of claim that 
miracles and spiritual gifts are essential and 
perpetual elements of the church of Christ. He 
claimed that his church posessesand exercises 
these gifts, and since other churches do not do 
so, therefore his church is identical with the 
original church ot Christ in this great eBsen- 
feature. Braden enumerated the eight New 
Testament, elements of the church and drew 
the following parallel betweeu these and the 
Mormon creed : 1. One G«xl. The Mormons 
teach materialism. 2. One Lord. They deny 
that associating with Him as king such pre- 
tended prophets as Joe Smith, 3 One Spirit. 
They err in teaching the perpetuity of spiritu- 
al gifts, 4 One ftith. They err iu adding 
to t hi* the Book of Mormon. .".. One baptism. 
They err in adding spirtual baptism which the 
scriptures declare has ceased, (i. One hope. 
They err in the expectation of a materialistic, 
sensual, earthly paradise. 7. One body. They 
err in having a score of new officers, such as 
president, &c, &c. 8. One name. They add 
Reorganized Church and other unauthorized 
words as a part of their name. Every unfav- 
orable criticism of the church was laid over 
onto the Brigham Young heresy, so-called ; 
but the claim ot the spiritual gifts was spoiled 
by the lact that when Joe Smith bad a rove- 
lution to preach polygamy, the pretence wa 
afterward made that in this particular instance 
he was inspired of the devil! 

It WILL COME BACK TO ¥ 00. 

You have a father? You have a mother? 
You love them. But once in awhile you grow 
impatient, and the meanness of your nature 
crops oui ; it wreaks itself on innocent father 
aud mother, perhaps, and they suffer the pun- 
ishment of a cross word called up by another's 
annoyance. The bird word is spoken. It 
may be regretted, forgiven and forgot, but it 
can never be recalled. Father autl mother 
will sigh and forgive, but — 

Some day it will come back to you. 

Yesterday, maybe, a little one ran up to 
you smiling, and, with the innocent, heaven- 
born confidence o' childhood, clapping its 
hands, that would not harm a fly, in your 
face. The childish action delighted its au- 
thor, but it annoyed you. You were busy, 
and reproved the little one. Two pearly tears 
stood in her great blue eyes, her lips faltered, 
and she turned away from you. The era of 
childhood, with its happy, fleeting hours, will 
eraRC the unkind word, but — 

Some day it will come back to you. 

A beggar stands at your door. The rain 
is dashing in torrents through the black at- 
mosphere of the night, and the sharp, vivid 
lightning only intensify, by their violent con- 
trast, the awfulness of darkues*. The beg- 
gar's plea for shelter is punctuated by the 
blast that howls forth its anger, and you turn 
your brother off. 

This will come back to yon some day. ' 

If you are impatient testy, ill humored, 
spiteful, malicious, cowardly and mean, your 
whole life will b ■ a constant reckoning with 
evil actions whose enormity is only equaled 
by the increasing wickedness of the future, 
and an uuatoned past is al ways the precursor 
of a more reprehensible future. A bod heart 
is a boomerang of passions, whose evil conse- 
quences always fall on the head ot their luck- 
less author. Ou the other hand, all good 
deeds work in a similar way, with the rules 
that govern promises and conclusions, causes 
and effects; if either good or bad, the result 
will be in conformaty with the nature of the 
deed. Your bod deeds and good deeds are 
juries that sit upon the destiny ot your life 
and decide the verdict of happiness or des- 
pair. 

Some day it wilt come back to you. — WU- 
Uamsport Breakfast Table. . 

THE LOUISVILLE DlSCrjt&IOST. A debate M*w 
brother a. H. Bastaor and Elder Wm. Dillon on haptiam, 
feet washing aud the Lord'i Supper. Paper cover* 60 eta* 
Bound In cloth Sfi cent* 


